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Granites’ Contribution toward LEED Certification

The U. S. Green Building Council’s Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED®) certification program provides many incentives to firms that design their projects to achieve environmental performance.  Incentives include the establishment as a recognized leader in the green building sector, the validation of achievement through third party review, qualification for a growing array of state and local government incentives, contribution of a green building knowledge base and earning LEED certification and a certification plaque.  Details pertaining to the LEED incentive and certification process can be found at www.usgbc.org.  New England Stone’s products can aid architectural/design firms in obtaining points toward LEED Certification for their projects.
Under the LEED-NC Version 2.1 Rating System*, New England Stone can contribute points toward the Construction Waste Management, Resource Reuse and Regional Materials Categories detailed as follows:  
Construction Waste Management:





1 to 2 Points
●The intent of the Construction Waste Management section is to divert debris from landfill disposal by redirecting recyclable recovered resources back to the manufacturing process and by redirecting reusable materials to appropriate sites.  
●100% of quarried stone can be used.  Waste incurred through the quarry process can be turned into rip rap or gravel.  Stone is laid out in such a way as to maximize its use and minimize waste during the fabrication process, resulting in lower costs as well. Waste from the fabrication process can be turned into byproducts such as pavers and cobblestones and the run off from that process can then be turned into gravel.  Please refer to our “Eco-Friendly Paving and Cobblestone” web page for details.

Regional Materials:







1 to 2 Points


●It states under the Regional Materials section that products or the manufacture of products which come from within 500 miles of the project support the regional economy and reduce the environmental impacts resulting from transportation.  
●Projects within a 500 mile radius of our fabrication plant in North Kingstown, RI would be granted one point.  In addition our affiliate, Granites of America, who we procure much of the granite we work owns quarries in ME, VA, SD, SC, GA, MO and MA.  Therefore, projects within a 500 mile radius of each of the quarries specified would be applicable for one point.  In addition, NES procures stone from a variety of locations facilitating the likelihood of sourcing a stone for your project within a 500 mile range.
Qualities of Granite:
●
The quarrying and fabrication process produces very little pollution/waste and is 
energy efficient compared to the massive quantities of electricity and oil used in 
making competitive construction materials such as cement, ceramic, metal, plastic 

and glass.  Therefore, pollution waste is reduced by the minimal use of pollutants and the fair amount of water usage.  Virgin resource consumption is reduced by using stone rather than comparable pollution producing materials.
· Granite lasts for centuries, so renovation and replacement is not required in the long term.

· There is no waste in the quarrying and fabrication of stone. Blocks are cut into slabs, tiles and cut to size products.  Project overruns can be cut into pavers and cobblestones with the run off of that turned into crushed stone.  When quarries have become obsolete they can be refilled and converted into forested/life giving or agricultural lands. 
●
Water filtration is employed during the initial slabbing procedure to recycle the 

consumed water.  As such, water is reused and reduces the demand of water.

· The beauty of granite coupled with its physical strength and chemical resistance 
makes it the material of choice in construction applications.
*To demonstrate, LEED-NC Version 2.1 Rating System was used.  However, NES can contribute in other LEED Versions.
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No Guarantee
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