
G S A  D E S I G N  A W A R D S 2 0 0 4

U.S. General Services Administration

Design Excellence

6 United States Courthouse, Hammond, Indiana

8 United States Courthouse, Seattle, Washington

12 ATF National Laboratory Center, 

Beltsville, Maryland

16 Federal Building, San Francisco, California

20 United States Courthouse, Buffalo, New York

22 United States Courthouse, El Paso, Texas

24 United States Port of Entry, Del Rio, Texas

26 United States Courthouse and Federal Building, 

Phoenix, Arizona

28 United States Courthouse, Erie, Pennsylvania

30 Robert F. Kennedy Department of Justice Building, 

Washington, DC

34 River of Light, United States Courthouse, 

Wheeling, West Virginia

36 Richard Bolling Federal Building, 

Kansas City, Missouri

38 World War II Memorial Book, Washington, DC

A W A R D  W I N N I N G  P R O J E C T S

Construction Excellence

40 United States Courthouse, Seattle, Washington

42 United States and Canada Shared Border Station, 

Sweet Grass, Montana/Coutts, Alberta

44 World War II Memorial, Washington, DC



C I T A T I O N

44

Few projects have the historical importance of a project like the national World 

War II Memorial in Washington, DC. Its prominent site on the central east-west axis

of the Mall, halfway between the Washington Monument and the Lincoln Memorial,

required the highest quality materials, craftsmanship, and construction to ensure

a result worthy of the site and the event it commemorates. 

The 7.4-acre site was originally part of the Potomac River tidal flats. It lies within

the 25-year flood plain and is 8.5 feet above river level. To prevent the migration of

groundwater beneath the memorial and provide a structural wall for construction,

a 2-foot-wide reinforced concrete slurry wall extending from ground level down 

to bedrock was constructed. Inside the perimeter of the slurry wall more than 

600 steel piles were embedded in bedrock down to 40 feet below ground to provide

support for the plaza so it will not sink. Overall, the memorial contains more than

17,000 individual pieces of granite weighing 8,000 tons, 136 jets of water in three

separate fountains, two waterfalls, a state-of-the art vault housing pumps and controls

32 feet below ground, and 16,000 cubic feet of concrete. The water features and 

site utilities systems use more than 5.5 miles of stainless steel and PVC piping. 

Knowing that more than 1,100 World War II veterans die each day, the project team

was committed to completing the memorial on time—and on budget. By maintaining 

a strict construction schedule and meeting every challenge, they were able to open

the memorial a month before its dedication on May 29, 2004.
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Rarely does a project inspire everyone associated with it to rise to a 

higher level than they thought possible. The World War II Memorial was 

one of these projects. The team worked together to make sure that such 

a unique and highly visible project would be accomplished despite any

challenges that were encountered. Their collaboration and the manner 

in which they resolved issues kept the project on track and completed 

it with a level of quality that will last for generations. I J U R Y C O M M E N T
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